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IS DR. HOFFMAN
PRINCE RUDOLPH?

Second Attack of Blood Poisoning May
Lead Him to Tell Secret.

A SCIENTIST WHO IS A MYSTERY.

Grim Experience of Still College’s Professor of
Pathology Said to Be Basls of His Mysteri-
ous Past Stories—He Will Stay in the
Iowa Medical Societies.

[From the Chicago American.]

Des Moines, Towa, Dec. 2.—Dr. Carl Heinreich
Hoffman, who was the victim of a recent attack
of blood poisoning, had sufficiently recovered this
morning to resume his work in the classroom
at the Still College of Osteopathy. In the midst
of his labors, however, he was again seized with
the illness in a more acute form and was re-
moved to the hospital,

His condition is more alarming than it has
heen at any time heretofore, but it is still be-
lieved he will recover.

He refuses to divulge the secret of his life,
which caused him to resign from the faculty of
Drake University, after having been compelled
to confess that he was using an alias, rather
than divulge his true name.

t was this circumstance that caused the rve-
port to circulate that he was none other than
Crown Prince Rudolph, the missing heir to the
throne of Austria.

Still College's ** Austrian Prince’’

Perhaps there is no man in the scientific circles
of the middle west whose life has had in it
so much of the eventful, not to say spectacular,
as has that of the learned and genial professor
of pathology and bacteriology of Still College,
Des Moines—Dr. Charles Henry Hoffman. Full
page illustrations of Dr. Hoffman have appeared
in the St.-Louis Post-Dispatch, Milwaukee and
New York City papers, discussing the likeness
of Dr. Hoffman to the Crown Prince Rudolph
of Austria, who disappeared so mysteriously a
number of years ago. Some personal acquaint-
ances of the crown prince have averred that the
identity of the two is well established. As a
matter of fact, Dr. Hoffman, who is quite famil-
iar with the physiognomy of the house of Haps-
burg, says that there is no resemblance at all
between his particular style of beauty and that
of the vanished prince.

It will be remembered that there was a wiid
escapade of some kind involving a woman, after
which the crown prince disappeared and was
said to have been killed in a hunting expedition.
Many people believed that the body presented
was a substitute, as it was immediately buried
without exhibition, and that the prince is still
somewhere above terra firma.

What little mystery there is concerning the
talented professor at Still College dates back
to an accident that occurred to him while assay-
ing copper for Mr. Carnegie in 1894 at Butte,
Montana. An extensive fire in the city at night
caused some serious explosions in powder and
dynamite depositories. A large mumber of cit-
izens were injured and killed and Dr. Hoffman
was called from his hotel at night to help care

for the injured. While helping to carry the
injured chief of police away from the scene of
the accident a second explosion occurred and
nothing of the chief of police, but a piece of
the “slicker” worn by him, was ever found. Dr.
Hoffman was picked up for dead, with his legs
broken in three places, three ribs broken, sev-
eral fingers gone off from one hand and-wounds
all about his head and over the body. For sev-
eral years after this accident there were periods
when Dr. Hoffman suffered from peregrinating
epilepsy, akin to somnambulism. These attacks
never lasted more than 23 hours, but during
some of them the doctor wandered from St. Paul
to neighboring cities and started the virile pens
of imaginative news writers, with the result
above outlined.

As a matter of fact Dr. Hoffman is a native
of Germany and, it is said, his father was for
more than 30 years a professor of pathology and
bactericlogy in Heidelberg University, where

‘

Dr. C. H. Hoffman, Eminent Pathol-
ogist of Still College

the doctor was educated. He was fairly reared
in the laboratory and graduated in 1888. Since
that time he has been practicing his profession
and teaching in medical colleges. He does sub-
stantially all the pathological and- bacteriological
work for Towa and the state institutions, and
his superiority is recognized by the practitioners
of all schools.

Recently Dr. Hoffman decided to identify him-
self with Still College of Osteopathy, and not
only accepted the chair of bacteriology and
pathology, but regularly matriculated himself for
the full course. This created so much of a stir
in old school medical circles that the doctor
tendered his resignation as a member of the
Pathological Society of his home city and state
—but the resignation was not accepted and he
was urged to retain his membership and activity.

Still College has recently imported from Ger-
many for Dr. Hoffman several thousand dollars’
worth of equipment for the finest bacteriological
laboratory in the state of Iowa, and there is

[Continued to Page 24.]

DR. HILDRETH
IS UNMASKED.

Makes His First Public Appearance to
the Profession as a Mischief Maker.

HIS ALABAMA CHARGES ARE FALSE.

Senators on Both Sides of Osteopathic Issue
Say That Col. Shaw’s Opinion Had No Bear-
ing Whatsoever on the Vote Which
Was Made Up Long in Advance.

Dr Arthur G. Hildreth, Chairman of the Leg-
islative Committee of the American Osteopathic
Association, for three months has been stren-
uously circulating charges detrimental to the
editor of The Osteopathic Physician and to Col.
A. B. Shaw, of Des Moines. Stripped of innuendo
and subterfuge, this accusation amounts to well-
nigh complete responsibility for having thwarted
the passage of independent Osteopathic legisla-
tion in the state of Alabama.

Dr. Hildreth also has been unfair and timorous
enough, when asked to define exactly what he
meant to imply and what not to imply by his
charge, to reply that one’s own construction
could be placed on his accusation, and if the
editor thought he meant that “Bunting had
killed the bill”” he was at liberty to take it that
way. To the editor’s protest in his last issue
against the injury that Dr. Hildreth’s charge
would work against those concerned—if he did
not mean to charge what his intemperate words
would indicate—Dr. Hildreth’s emphatic refusal
to be thus manly and frank, to state his charge
in definite and limited terms and then offer
adequate proof of it, will be, with all fair-mind-
ed people, Dr. Hildreth’s own best impeach-
ment.

Moreover, the editor wishes it distinctly under-
,stood that he took extraordinary precautions to

sspare Dr. Hildreth the exposure and denuncia-

tion that his own follies now bring upon him.
The trouble that he calls down upon his own
brazen head is of his own deliberate choice and
seeking. He was warned to desist from what
was well known in advance to be a pusillanimous
course and was told in plain words that, if his
error compelled it, “The O. P.” would go into
the merits of the case and show up the exact
situation. The editor’s friends of Alabama are
especially requested to realize this fact now and
to hold A. G. Hildreth responsible for any un-
pleasant or uncomplimentary revelations which
are necessary in order to present the fullest
evidence.

In this issue “The O. P.” treats Chairman
Hildreth to a brand new experience. He is
made to realize suddenly that his sins at last
are finding him out. He is given formal notice
that the profession will no longer stand for
hypocrisy, false pretense, misrepresentation,
slander, back-biting, knocking and strife and
that whether he or any other person engages in
these practices he will surely be denounced and
the shame of his acts will be platted into a
crown of thorns and placed publicly upon his
head. He is given to know that even generous,
charitable, long-suffering friends cannot always
shield him from the. open rebuke that he so just-
ly merits. And lastly he is told that the days

Let us clean our Augean Stables!
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of the mountebank have passed for our pro-
fession and that the serious men and women
who are devoting their lives to this cause have
neither time nor patience for the proven fakir.

If you think this rebuke is too severe—men
and women of the science of Osteopathy—pray
read carefully the full evidence of this impeach-
ment, and then say if you do not commend the
courage of a paper which is not afraid to dig
down till it gets to the truth and then hold up
the facts high enough so that all the world may
see them. It is merely the misfortune of the
pilloried man that he first was wrong and then
that his own effrontery kept him from appre-
ciating the real nature of his misdemeanor.

Dr. Hildreth UnmasKked at the Bar

of Justice

Court is now called. Justice herself occupies
the bench. The men and women of the Osteo-
pathic profession are the jury. A. G. Hildreth’s
d(.(’llbatlona against The Osteopathic Physician
are called as the first case. The defendant asks
to have the charge more clearly stated.
cuting witness at first refuses to be specific.
Indulges in bantering. Repeats a wholesale de-
nunciation with great vehemence and tells the
prisoner at the bar that he can put whatever
interpretation he pleases upon the nature and
scope of the crime for which he stands indicted.

Here the court rebukes the astute prosecutor
for thus tampering with another’s reputation.

Col. Hildreth then ventures to frame a declar-
ation that he thinks will carry the same charge
without the burden falling back upon himself
of having to prove it.

He says it is true, at least, that Col. Shaw’s
abhorrent opinion—to be designated in future
references as “Editor Bunting’s own premature
outburst”—was the very greatest obstacle that
we had to overcome to pass a proper Osteo?
pathic statute in the state of Alabama. It was
that (literally) that “done” the business!

Then The Osteopathic Physician as defendant
is sworn and pleads:

“Not Guilty!”’

The prosecuting witness, Col. Hildreth, acting
also as attorney, then opens the case. He
harangues the jury, using the same allegories
that he hurled in the teeth of the democrats
while running for the legislature when impeach-
ing the veracity of tariff reform—mnamely, to
allude to it as a statesmanesque but wholly be-
nighted “premature outburst;” and at length
rests his case, without calling a witness or of-
fering a pigment of evidence but his own insinua-
tions.

The court uses her smelling salts and takes a
draught of water.

“What manner of man is this accuser?”’ Jus-
tice muttereth.

“"The O. P.”” Takes the Defense

The Osteopathic Physician then takes the de-
_fense. Calls witness after witness to the stand
who knows the inside facts of the situation;
all give the lie to what the prosecution alleges;
documentary history also is adduced; proves
the insinuations not only to be absolutely false,
but shows that they are woven willfully out of
the whole cloth of imposture and complete mis-
representation; proves that the accusing wit-
ness, A. G. Hildreth, was open to criticism and
earned it, in mild degree, for the poor way in
which he represented his office; shows that the
exact facts regarding defeat were known to the
Osteopaths of Alabama when they went into
the last fight—or that they had, at least, every
opportunity to know them; proves that A. G.
' Hildreth grasped at a straw—out of his long
"training in the work of misrepresentation—and
was able to use it for a time successfully as a
flimsy lance with which to assail and belabor
innocent friends and allies and laying responsi-
bility for treachery to the cause upon their
hapless shoulders!

In closing the defense The Osteopathic Phy-
sician arraigns A. G. Hildreth as an unserupulous
mountebank and remorseless fakir who has mer-

Is
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ited the shame of being. laughed out of court,
and we give him full warning that he would
better be careful how he lodges accusations in
the future. He is told in all seriousness that a
man who dwells in a house of glass so trans-
parent that the world looks through and through
it and sees the spots on its occupant’s skin,
should be very, very slow to invite anyone to
cast stones at his transgressions!

The judge charges the jury to find for the
defendant; she lowers a scowl at the- cringing
prosecuting witness and says: “It serves him
right what he got. I've a notion to commit him
for vagrancy!” The jury retires to study the
evidence. ;

What will the verdict be?

You, men and women of the profession, are
the jury. Pray decree.

Hotw the Trouble Began

The trouble began when the editor of “The
0. P.” received notice in Idaho, by several for-
warded letters, that there had -been a severe
defeat in the Alabama senate and that some of
those present, at least, in no unequivocal
terms, laid the blame wholly and entirely to a
mild opinion on the present Alabama law which
appeared in the May “O. P.” over the signature
of Col. A. B. Shaw, of Des Moines. As if to
prove the case, it was averred that Dr. Hildreth
was there in charge of the fight for the A. O. A.
—and he believed so, too! Of course! As if
there was anything he would not believe or
try to persuade others to believe, about Col.
Shaw’s guilt in any issue and at any juncture—
especially - when it was convenient to find a
scapegoat just at that hour upon whose hapless
head the cause of the inglorious defeat could be
foisted. The editor has heard and deprecated
- Col. Hildreth in private utterance declaring the
utter unworth of many industrious workers for
Osteopathy, as well as entirely discrediting their
school and knowledge and he was not at a loss

DISEASES OF THE SEASON

In the January

Osteopathic Health

‘“ None Other So Good.””’

LA GRIPPE—WHY CALL THE OSTEOPATH.
Dr. J. C. Rule
THE MENACE OF MANHOOD’S
Dr. H. S. Bunting
THE PARALYTIC STROKE REIJ.EVED BY OSTE-
OPATHY. Dr. Edythe Ashmore
THE GERM OF TRUTH. Dr. E. E. Tucker

OSTEOPATHY DEFINED BRIEFLY.

Dr. A. L. Evans
One of the strongest arguments ever offered for Prac-

glce Building. A good Introduction to any Field. Order
ow.

The Osteopathic Publishing Co.

171 Washington Street, CHICAGO

PNEUMON 1A,

ANOTHER WINNER
FOR DECEMBER

Did you like the November issue of Osteopathic
Health, Doctor? Here is another number of the same

calibre and a persuasive campaign number. Its fea-

tures are:

WHAT OPIE READ HAS TO SAY ABOUT OSTE-
OPATHY.

SICK HEADACHE — ‘‘A NERVE STORM.’’
. E. Edmonson, D. 0.
A FEW THOUGHTS ABOUT MALA IA
Charles Clayton Teall, D. 0.
THE PELVIC DISEASES OF WOMEN.
Edythe Ashmore, D. 0.
OSTEOPATHY, A REVOLUTION.
Guy D. Hulett, B. S., D. 0.
This number will delight your patients, Doctor, and
interest the public, who, as yet, know little about our
science, Sample copy on application. Order at once.

The Osteopathic Publishing Co.

171 Washington Street, CHICAGO

to know exactly how the Chairman of the
Legislative Committee had spent a part of his
time while in Alabama.

It happened in this same bunch of mail that
Col. Shaw sent the editor his moderate clipping,
which had been denounced as the cause of de-
feat, and this letter, which speaks its own-lesson.

Col. Shatw Shotws Where His
Sympathies twere
“Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 16, 1903.
“Dr. H. S. Bunting, Chicago, Ill.

“Dear Doctor: [ have just been scalped. You
will see the process in the inclosed letter. 1 am
much chagrined that any expressions of mine
should be deemed useful weapons by the enemy.
If I remember, the item referred to was some-
thing you edited out of one of my letters to
you and to which you printed my name, as
though it had been written by me expressly
for publication. This does not change the fact

that it was at the time my expression and opin- °

ion of the situation in Alabama; and while it
was a long distance view and undoubtedly not a
comprehensive view of the situation, I am still
unable to pick so many flaws with the item as
my good friend, Mrs. Ligon, seems to do.

“Anything you can get into your next issue
and rush down there to be signed by me which
would be inclined to pacify the situation you are
authorized to print and send.

“Certainly the indorsement by me of the gen-
eral proposition that our graduates should be
able to pass an examination along with medical
graduates on all subjects except materia medica
and major surgery is a sound one; but that
statement was not intended -to indorse and does
not indorse the maladministration of a law which
in itself might be good.

“It is no criticism of the inherent terms of a
law that its present boards of medical exam-
iners will not administer it fairly; and it is al-
ways fair that all considerable interests should
have representation. I have said nothing inim-
ical to a demand for Osteopathic representation
on the state board of medical examiners; but,
on the other hand, in our own state have mad;
it possible to .ulne\e this by writing 1t into
the Towa law with my own hand (as chairman
of the Iowa legislative committee) that we
should have an Osteopathic physician on the
state board. "

“Neither did any expression of mine have a
tendency to uphold any retroactive feature of
the law, ‘or countenance any sworn assault in
tha!‘, state on the part of the medical profession
against our practitioners.

“I hope you can get out an extra edition of
“The O. P. immediately, and say as much, or
whatever you may think helpful, and if there
are any extra expenses connected with it, I will
be glad to help, provldlug the paper goes down
to the Alabama people in time to be of service
to them. Yours very truly,

4 “A. B. SHAW,
“Sec’y and Treas.”

It happened also that Col. Hildreth also gave
his full confidence to the editor by the same
mail in this fashion.

Dr. Hildreth Hides His Intent From
“The O. P,

Dear Doctor Bunting: Please send me a copy
of the May. and July issues of your “Osteopathic
Physician.” Send the bill to me. 2

I am sorry to report failure again in the Ala-
bama legislature. I was there three days last
week, but conditions, short session and some
other things combined to knock us out.

L am, your friend,
A& HIEDRETH:

Of course it required a very, very tough men-
tal wrestle with these factors, at such long
range, to see what Dr. Hildreth wanted with a
copy of the May issue of “The O. P.” but the
editor made it out. He was an enforced prisoner
in the hills several days longer, unfortunately,
with no chance to send letters out, but as soon
as he could get away he left early in the morn-
ing for the nearest post office, undertaking a ride

it not worth your support?
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of 60 miles in the saddle to advise the Chairman
of the Legislative Committee it would be wise
not to be brash. It was a wretched, stormy
day, alternate with snow and rain—so rough
that the pack train due that due along the same
trail did not leave Soldier. At one time, Dr.
Hildreth’s good adviser lost his trail and was
for two hours in a wrong canyon, not knowing
a foot of the country. The editor did that much
to spare A. G. Hildreth his chagrin—more, I sub-
mit, than he was willing to do himself to save
this post-mortem on his unsavory act.

The editor penned Dr. Hildreth this remon-
strance and warning, after thawing out, drying
and enjoying a good supper:

Called the Turn On Dr. Hildreth's Act

Soldier, Idaho, October 4, 1903.
Dear Doctor, Hildreth: )

Your letter of September 25 was forwarded to
me here. I cannot supply you the copies of
“The O. P.” mentioned, but here is what you
want inclosed. (The clipping from the May
“0. P.” was the inclosure.)

Now, doctor, I hope that you will have too
much good sense to use the incident of the medics
distributing this opinion of Col. Shaw in the
Alabama legislature for any attack on Col. Shaw
cr “The O. P.” I would construe such a step,
not only as unjust and malicious, but as an ex-
hibition of peanut politics, unworthy of you and
any of our Osteopathic editors.

One who knows anything about legislative pol-
itics—as you and I do—and about the situation
in Alabama, must know that that attempted
coup of the M. D.’s had nothing whatever to do
with the defeat of our bill; and if anyone should
be so unjust as to make such charges in Osteo-
pathic prints, I shall undertake to show up the
case as it is and print some evidence.

I say this to you because Mrs. Ligon has writ-
ten me -a very dramatic and hysterical letter
and I know very well what passed between you
and her, if you were present at the session in
question or afterwards. (The editor refers here
to the efforts Dr. Hildreth would doubtless make
to influence the Alabama Osteopaths to believe
that the Shaw opinion ‘“was what ‘done’ the
work of defeat.”—Ed.). My advice is, to make
no capital out of the incident, to the detriment
of either Col. Shaw or “The O. P.,” for it would
be as unjust as it is uncalled for. The truth is
the Osteopaths making the fight forfeited the
issue if they failed to turn back this weapon
of the M. D.s at once upon the rotten medical
board, to show that what the Osteopaths need
is not a medical law—good enough in its text,
but iniquitous in its perversions to a bad pur-
pose by unscrupulous and prejudiced representa-
tives of another, or other, schools of practice.
That gave the Osteopaths the chance of a life-
time to show just what county the rottenness
was in in Denmark, and if they did not know
how to do this within 24 hours—or for any good
reason could not—it would be contemptible to
seek further than such an oversight to blame
some one with the defeat.

From Mrs. Ligon’s letter and yours, I believe
that this statement from me to yourself is “pat”
and timely; and I trust that the charge referred
to will die in these personal letters.

I am writing Mrs. Ligon in like vein and hope
that my statement is sufficient to make us all
understand one another.

Fraternally yours,
HENRY S. BUNTING.

P. S.—Doctor, will you do me the prompt
courtesy to say at once by letter to me, ad-
dressed to my Chicago office, whether any refer-
ence will be made in the Journal of Osteopathy
or any other paper to this matter? If nothing
has been said by way of.giving this charge pub-
licity and is not to be said, I will not need to
handle it either. If you have mno intention of
reporting it, and if Mrs. Ligon has not made it
the subject of a communication to the Journal
—which you, of course, would know, under the
circumstances—I will be glad to have the assur-
ance, as it will permit me fo pass up the mat-
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The American School

Oste(;;)athy

KIRKSVILLE
MISSOURI

DR. A. T. STILL

Founder of the Science . . . . President

The largest and foremost Osteopathic
College in the world. Ten years of
successful school work. Number of
students exceeds seven hundred. This
institution teaches genuine Osteopa-
thy—no adjuncts.

Teaching facilities unexcelled. Thor-
oughly equipped laborateries in all
departments. Clinical advantages un-
limited. Faculty composed of fifteen
able and experienced instructors who
devote their full time to teaching.
Anatomy taught in every term—three
professors in charge of this depart-
ment. Special attention giveh to dis-
section and to the study of anatomy
in general.

Course of study covers a period of
two years, divided into four terms of
five months each. Classes formed in
September and February. Next term
opens September 7, 1903.

Write for catalogue, ‘“‘Journal of Os-
teopathy,”” or any information. Ad-

dress

American School
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KIRKSVILLE - MISSOURI
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ter also. But if it does get into print, I want
to know it, and will thank you for this service.
Fraternally,
H. S. BUNTING.
(It is to be understood that the editor had
to write all the copy for the then forthcoming
October number of “The O. P.” within that
week, without knowing more than his own
thoughts told him of Dr. Hildreth’s actions.
Therefore he wrote what appeared in the Octo-
ber “O. P.” to be used only in case of journal-
istic attack, which duly appeared October 1 in
the Journal of Osteopathy, although he as yet
did not know about it. It was necessary to
anticipate motives and conduct a good deal, and
how ably he did so is now history.—Ed.)

Here Is What the Marplot WorKked
Off on the Profession

Please do the editor the justice to read over
the full text of these scurrilous attacks, even if
you have read them once before. It is necessary
in order to understand fully the complete ab-
sence of either intellectual or moral restraint
in any contention that the fakir addresses him-
self to. Demagoguery and hypoerisy are written
in every paragraph for all who know the true
Hildreth heart.

The Fight in Alabama

[From the October Journal of Osteopathy.]
Editor Journal of Osteopathy, Kirksville, Mo.

Dear Sir: Our battle in Alabama has been
fought again and lost by a vote of 17 to 12, so
far as securing the passage of our proposed bill
at this session of the present legislature, but
won so far as adding to the strength of our cause
in the gaining of hosts of good substantial, hon-
est friends. This time the senate was the battle
ground. I regret to have to say, but it is true
and the president of our national organization,
Dr. Charles Hazzard, as wel] as the local Osteo-
paths of Alabama, who were with us in Mont-
gomery, will bear me out in what I say, that
THE GREATEST OBSTACLE IN THE WAY
OF OUR SUCCESS was an. article published
in  Osteopathic Physician over the signa-
ture of Secretary: A. B. Shaw, of the
Des Moines college, claiming that the exist-
ing law in Alabama was good enough and that
Osteopaths should pass the examination. This
same paper is now urging the Osteopaths of this
country to send in their contributions to help
carry on the fight in Alabama. We do not know
whether the gentleman above referred to has
contributed to the fund or not, but he should
and liberally. It is such obstacles as these that
have ever been our hardest to combat and over-
come. Those of us who have sacrificed our in-
dividual time, broken ‘into our practices by being
away from them at any and all calls—spent
sleepless niguts and en Tess hours of labor that
our grand science migh , be justly recognized—
feel most keenly these useless and uncalled for
publications and expressions, especially from
those who profess to be so earnest in their ef-
forts to advance the cause of Osteopathy. The
local Osteopaths deserve great credit for their
ceaseless efforts and good work as well as the men
who fought so valiantly on the floor of the house
and senate. The Osteopathic profession owes
them a debt of gratitude that it can never re-
pay. These friends have said to us: “Never
fear, there is another day coming and we shall
be here and with you and we shall win next
time.”

. A. G. HILDRETH.

St. Louis, Sept. 22.

s & &

Although Chairman Hildreth got the editor’s
“tip” too late to prevent him from committing
himself to this folly, he would have been wiser
to drop the campaign against those whom he
so wondrously loves there and then—but he
didn’t, and more’s the pity.

In the November issue of the Journal of the
American Osteopathic Association the colonel
felt called upon to pursue his advantage with the
following in answer to “The O. P.’s” allusion to
the attack.

A Good Fertilizer for any Practice
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The Fight in Alabama

[From the November Journal of the A. O. A.]

Have you read the article in the October num-
ber of “The Osteopathic Physician,” entitled:
“Another Defeat in Alabama?’ If mnot, you
should, especially that part entitled: *“An Op-
portunity for Good Fighting That Was Lost.”
Read it, then ponder well, also go back to the
May number of the same journal and read the
article headed: “Alabama Medical Law as
Passed May Be Satisfactory.” Then tell us
where you think the opportunity was lost—
whether by the “Jaded Fighters” on the ground,
OR BY THE PREMATURE OUTBURST
FROM A MAN AND ORGAN (considered
Osteopathic authority) that placed in the hands
of the enemy an indorsement of that nefarious
medical law.

Mr. Editor, this article is penned with no
malice toward anyone, but in justice to the able,
efficient and noble work done in Alabama. The
writer has witnessed a number of legal battles
in our various legislative bodies and mnowhere
has it been his privilege to find work more
ably, conscientiously or thoroughly done than
in Alabama. No effort was left undone, no work
or influence, that could possibly aid our cause
was neglected. Not only in justice to the able
men who spent money and weeks and months of
their time that the interests of our profession
might be advanced have I concluded to say what
1 do here, but in justice to that moble, inde-
fatigable, heroic worker—Mrs. Ellen Barrett
Ligon. Not only has she labored in her own
state but the power of her voice and the dignity
and magnetism of her presence has added
strength to our legislative battles in other states.
In no capacity in our profession has she ever
been placed but she filled it with credit to her-
self and glory to the cause. Her name has been
synonymous everywhere with all that was high-
est and best. We know that when her hand
is at the helm there are not many opportuni-

ties lost. What do you think of the A. O.
A. Bulletin making such a blunder, and then
under the caption “An Opportunity for Good

Fighting That Was Lost,” seek to lay the blame
~on others’ shoulders?
, It was too bad that those on the ground in
Alabama did not possess the remarkable ability
of some of our more fortunate brothers, and that
they were unable to make of the mistake (of
members of our profession) a lever by which
we could defeat the enemy with the beautiful
coup intimated by “The O. P.” We do not
question the desire of the editor of “The O. P.”
to try to do the best that he can for the profes-
sion, but we do question his judgment in print-
ing articles that appear occasionally in his paper
—we also question the advisability or wisdom
of the A. O. A. indorsing as its bulletin any
paper unless it can control its utterances.

A. G. HILDRETH, D. O.
St. Louis, Mo.

Colonel Hildreth's Hot .Shots Get
Hotter

About the same date Chairman Hildreth waxed
more shameless in the Journal of Osteopathy—
even to the point of accusing the editor of “The
0. P.” of being a competitor of his in the field
of brazen assurance, which 1 here publicly resent.
Note also how absolutely unequivocally Col. Hil-
dreth goes on record as declaring that this cam-
paign in the special session of the Alabama sen-
ate was, beyond any question, the most ably
planned, the most shrewdly conducted, the most
brilliantly executed, and even the most “HEF-
FECTIVELY” set into operation of any strug-
gle to get an Osteopathic law that in his whole
career he had ever witnessed or even heard
about. This statement from the wily Statesman
of the Chariton is significant. You see, it both
flatters our Alabama herces and gets them on
Hildreth’s side theoretically, while, at the same
time, to put this up to the profession pretty
strongly, only “proves” all the harder what an
unpardonable, monstrous ill that gol-darned
“premature outhburst” was to go deliberately and
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upset such invincible plans and rob us all of
such an absolutely certain victory! You see,
Dr. Hildreth cannot believe that other people
look any further than the literal text that is
furnished them. None but real statesmen are
able to put “two” and “two” together and spell
“monkey.” You will see more presently of how
sagaciously and effectively our last Alabama
fight was conducted.
The Alabama Situation Again
[From the November Journal of Osteopathy.i
Dear Sir: We are wondering if the members
of the profession have all read in the October
“Osteopathic  Physician’® the article entitled
“Another Defeat in Alabama,” if not they should
read it, especially that part of it entitled “An
Opportunity for Good Fighting That Was Lost.”
We also ask that you refer to your May number
of the same paper and read the article entitled
“Alabama Medical Law as Passed May Be Satis-
factory.” This article was THE GREATEST
STUMBLING BLOCK in the way of success
in Alabama, coming as it did from a
man occupying the position of the writer
of that article and then published m
the official bulletin of the American Osteo-
pathic Association. It made an argument for the
enemy in defense of their nefarious existing un-
just medical law that was almost unanswerable,
and we question seriously whether the colossal
brain and eloquent tongue of the editor of “The
Osteopathic Physician” would have been equal
to the emergency and been able to have turned
his gross blunder into a boomerang for the good
of our profession, as was intimated in his article.

DON’T YOU FEEL IT TOOK SOME GALL
to come out in a paper occupying the position
of “The Osteopathic Physician” and undertake
to place the burden of its mistakes upon the
shoulders of some one else?

While it might be true that the “jaded fight-

~ ers” upon this occasion did overlook their golden

opportunity, for the men and women of our pro-
fession who conducted the long drawn out and
unequal contest in Alabama have had plenty to
task their strength and endurance to cause them
to overlook some of their best opportunities, yet
I wish to say after eight years of experience
in this work that nowhere have I yet found the
work more thoroughly, conscientiously and ef-
fectively done than in Alabama. And it would
be an injustice to our profession and especially
to our little band of able workers down there
to let this pass without a full knowledge of the
facts in the case. Every influence possible was
brought to bear, everything was done that could
possibly have been achieved by those who con-
ducted the fight. And to Mrs. Ellen Barrett
Ligon, a name that is synonymous of all that 1s
good and best for our profession, it is due to say
that she conducted her part in that campaign,
as she has always done, with a masterly hand.
Every one who knows her knows full well that
her work not alone in Alabama but in other
states has been invaluable to the profession.
She has added strength to our cause wherever
she has been, not alone by the dignity and power
of her presence, but by the wisdom and good
judgment of her counsel. Now, Mr. Editor,
this article is written with malice toward none
but in justice toward all. I do not question the
motives of the editor of “The Osteopathic Phy-
sician,” nor do 1 believe he would intentionally
do other than that which he thought to be for
the best good of the profession, but I do ques-
tion his judgment and deplore his effort to place
the burden of his own mistakes at the door of
some one else. AL GV HIEDRETH, DO,

St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 30, 1903.

Colonel Hildreth Begins to See a

Great Light—But Dimly

In the December issue of The Journal of
Osteopathy Col. Hildreth has had a moment of
lucid gumption, but it was not yet what 1t
should have been. ‘“The O. P.” had challenged
Lis methods of plunder. He had heard the sum-
mons: ‘“Halt!” “Cease bushwhacking!” “Un-
sheath!” “Stand and deliver!” And his peace-
ful ear had heard coming the rap and slash

Notw We’ll Stop the KnocKkers, or they’ll Stop Vs
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Notw is the Time fo Rally to the A. 0. A.

of rapiers! He would not be honest and confess
his shame—of course not—nor take it all back;
but neither would he let his accused paraphrase
his words or make an abstract of their intended
meaning which, while he fain would have it so
believed, would yet be hard to have to answer
for. So he cries “Amicus” and for the last
codicil of the last will and testament that he
will ever make as “the idol of the profession,”
he falls back to the words:

“The article was the GREATEST obstacle, IN
MY OPINION, in the way of our success in
Alabama.”

You will recall that Col. Hildreth did not say
anything about MY OPINION as early as thirty
days before. He said then:

“This article was THE GREATEST stumbling
block in the way of success in Alabama.”

You see, he is hunting cover, hedging, equivo-
cating, as usual.

That Alabama Fight

[From the December Journal of Osteopathy.]

After reading the sensational article, with big
headlines, in the November “Osteopathic Phy-
sician,” entitled “Dr. Hildreth Attacks ‘The
0. P.;”” I wish to make a brief reply for two
reasons: [First, because I feel it just to myseif
and the profession; and, second, because I would
not like to disappoint my friend Bunting by
silence.

I am glad Dr. Bunting asks the profession to
withhold judgment, and I have only this to say:
That, if Dr. Bunting wishes to interpret what I
have said, either in the Journal of Osteopatihy
or the Journal of the American Osteopathic As-
sociation, as to mean “Bunting killed the bifl;
but for his act Osteopathy would to-day enjoy
an independent law in the state of Alabama,”
that is his privilege. I did not say anything of
the kind in any article of mine. But, what I
did say was: “That such useless, unnecessary,
uncalled-for mistakes, coming from our own
ranks, were ever our hardest obstacles to over-
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come and ‘that the article in the May number
of ‘The Osteopathic Physician,” over Col. Shaw’s
signature, entitled ‘Alabama Medical Law as
Passed May Be Satisfactory,, WAS THE
GREATEST OBSTACLE, in my opinion, in
the way of our success in Alabama.” There
were other obstacles, but that was the great-
est. This T said, and 1 have no apology to offer.

I shall ask Dr. Bunting to publish in the De-
cember “O. P.” (and in his November number
he tells us his columns are always open to both
sides) a copy of a letter, over his own signature,
written from Soldier, Idaho, dated October 4,
1903, written before any article of mine had
appeared in reference to this matter, and before
I had even intimated what I wanted with the
May number of “Osteopathic Physician,” a copy
of which, together with the July number, I had
asked him for, then I shall drop this matter
and leave it entirely with the profession to
judge after reading his letter whether or not he
deserved criticism. Further than this, I refer
the entire profession to Dr.” Charles Hazzard,
of New York city, who was in Alabama during
the recent fight: Dr. Ellen B. Ligon, of Mobile,
Alabama; Dr. P. K. Norman, of Birmingham,
or any other of the Alabama Osteopaths who
were on the ground to determine whether my
statement is correct or mot. Again permit me
to say, even now, there is not one particle of
malice in what I have said, but an honest de-
sire to reach in some way and prevent, if pos-
sible, such mistakes in the future.

A. G. HILDRETH, D. O.

Note also how cleverly Col. Hildreth proves
the editor to be a rascal, from the mere evidence
of the editor’s own letter to him, because the
editor suspected him of being a rogue and found
the goods on him! Notice also that he is doing
his most artistic work to draw other heads
under his own condemnation, and he quotes
among others Secretary P. K. Norman, of the

Alabama Osteopathic Association, to prove that

the Shaw opinien “done the work!”

5

Notw_For a Closer View or That
Hideous Premature Outburst

Now, fellow members of a long suffering and
much unposed on professwn, you are entitled
to a face to face view of this awful monstros-
ity which gave Dr. Hildreth so many sieepless
nights. 1 think it should be in a separate tent
with the Adair County Willapus-Wallopus. and
Arthur’s old buck and saw in evidence of the
beginning and end of a glorious pubic career,
and perhaps a gate fee of five cents levied for
charity. This is—believe me, if you find it hard
to—the genuine and only specimen of a real,
live, up-to-date ‘“Premature Outburst,” of the
genus Peanut, species Hildrethian, and gender
Neuter that ever caused such a shameless dis-
turbance over nothing. It was for this that
Col. Hildreth mounted a White Horse and ar-
rayed his aides-de-camp in line of battle when
the senators of Alabama said “Booh!”—and
when they cried “Fudge!” the line of battile
was broken, the White Horse had turned black
with mortification (mental, not physical), and
the Haughty Hero of so many valiant scrambles
with mare’s nests was carried bleeding from the
field. His last words before entering another
sleepless night were: “Tell my countrymen
that I suspected Col. Shaw of treachery from
the beginning!”

Now here is the thing itself in all its awful
wrath and fury. You should read it through a
smoked glass if you have weak eyes.

A labama Medical Latw as Passed
May Be Satisfactory

[From the May, 1903, Osteopathic Physician.]

“Have you seen the Alabama law to regulate
the practice of medicine which did pass? 1
have just received it as printed in the Mobile
Medical and Surgical Journal, and if a fair con-
struction is placed upon it by the courts, I can-
not see why it will not serve the purpose of
well educated Osteopaths fully.

“You will note that any applicant ‘to treat
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Aleway s Dares to Tell the Truth

6 THE OSTEOPATHIC

the diseases of human beings by any system of
treatment whatsoever shall be examined in
“chemistry, anatomy, physiology, the etiology,
pathology, symptomatology and diagnosis of dis-
seases; obstetrics and obstetrical surgery, gyne-
cology, minor and major surgery, physical diag-
nosis,
found proficient he receives a certificate entitling
him to treat “in any manner that he may deem
best.” By stating in writing that the applicant
does not propose to practice major surgery he
may be exempted from that examination. With
a fair field and no favor I would not give much
for one of our graduates who could not qualify
to practice in Alabama.

hygiene and medical jurisprudence.” If .

PHYSICIAN

“You will observe, there is no examination in
materia medica nor any chance for a medical
board to construe the law in such a way. The
only clause that could be used to an unfair ad-
vantage is the one that says: “The examination
shall be according to the rules and regulations
prescribed and standards established by the
Medical Association of the state of Alabama.’
Yet I believe the association could establish no
such rules and standards legally as would be
subvertive of the purpose of' the legislature.
What is the matter with Alabama?

“COL. A. B. SHAW,
& Secreta.xy of the Still Co]lege
“Des Moines, Towa.”

ThHose ewho Prove the Falsity of

Dr.

Leader of the Osteopathic Forces
Discredits the Story

Gainesville, Ala., Nov.
Dr. H. S. Bunting, Chicago, I1l.

Dear Doctor: Perhaps Dr. Hlldreth whom [
regard as a most estimable uentleman had in-
formation of which I was ignorant, but I do
not think we could have passed the bill—which
I shall insist on calling in the “Interest of Suffer-
ing Humanity”—against the opposition of the
M. D.s, either with or without the circulation
of the editorial to which you refer.

I am, yours, very truly,

John A. Rogers,
Senator, 14th Senatorial District

This is Senator Rogers, remember, who fought
even harder than the Rider of the White Horse
for the triumph of our cause; and it was his
speech that was printed in the Journal of Oste-
opathy.

8, 1903.

Leader of the Opposition Forces
Says It Is Not True

Mecca, Ala., Nov. 6, 1903.
Dr. H. S. Bunting, Chicago, I11.

My Dear Doctor: As one who was enmged in
the fight against the Osteopathic bill in the
senate before and after recess, I will.say that
the bill was beaten before recess by a small
majority, but after recess it was beaten by a
very good majority. I am one of the M. D.s
and was a member from the First district, and
know exactly who made the fight for the bill
and who opposed it. Mrs. Ligon was the great-
est friend the bill had and did more for it than
any one or any dozen. I was the senator who
kept the roll of the vote and know exactly how
the bill was defeated. I don’t believe the bill
would ever have gotten a favorable report from
the committees in the first place had it not been
for the great influence of Mrs. Ligon.

The vote on the Osteopathic measure in the
extra session was really made up some time be-
fore the issue was precipitated; and the bill was
defeated beyond any peradventure of contro-
versy; and we knew it. A majority of the sen-
ators previous to the second fight had gone on
record among themselves that they were un-
alterably opposed to giving the Osteopaths any
further consideration at this session and would
vote solidly against any measure which they
might introduce. The fight was a defeat, there-
fore, before the Osteopaths began it; and we
knew it. We would have gladly told them so,
to save both them and ourselves bother, if they
had taken proper steps to ascertain the real sit-
uation instead of arranging apparently to spring
the issue as a surprise.

The M. D.’s did not gain anything by the cir-
culation of a certain quotation from one of their
profession stating the text of the law that was
passed before recess “was good enough.” This
statement did not cut any figure in the defeat
of the bill. The incident of circulating this state-

And Deserves your “50"—

ment was entirely without consequence. The
measure died for the lack of friends enough to
pass it. The senators said that they had had
enough' of the matter in the other session and
had given the Osteopaths all they thought they
needed.

Trusting that 1 have given you light enough
to satisfy you on the points of your inquiry, I
am, Yours most truly,

H. R. Kennedy,
Senaror, Ist Alabama District

A Poll of the Senators Killed the
Bill Before It Was Brought Up
Mecca, Ala., Dec. 1, 1903.

Dr. H. S. Bunting, Chicago, 111.

My Dear Doctor: Senator Spencer was one
of the two men who changed his vote, and
Senator Oliver was the other, after at first sup-
porting you Osteopaths. I am sure Senator
Spencer said to me that he was tired of the
issue and would vote with me against the Osteo-
path bill. This was while I was making a poll
of the senate. I am one of the men, and W. R.
Brassell, chief clerk of the state board of health,
was the other, that kept the votes of the senate
before and after recess.

We senators met in secret caucus, and I gave
them this vote that I had polled, and we were
perfectly sure we had the bill effectually beaten
and went back to work, ready to vote on the
bill any time it should come up.

I am perfectly sure, therefore, that the slip
that later was published assisted none whatever
in defeating the measure. I thought I had
stated this quite emphatically in my answer to
your earlier letter. Nor do I believe, further,
that your leader, Dr. Hildreth, contributed any
good whatever by way of helping to carry the
bill to where it went. Had it not been for the
great influence that Mrs. Ligon had upon some
of the young semators you would never have
gotten what you all did: What success you had
rested entirely upon her great influence and no
other factor. She is brilliant.

You can, if you want to, use what I say in
any way you want to. If you have been led
to believe, as you intimate, by representations
of Dr. Hildreth, that the said clipping from some
paper was ‘“‘the greatest stumbling block in your
road to secure an independent Osteopathic meas-
ure,” permit me, as one who knows, to state to
you your belief is entirely groundless, as such
representation is wholly false and unwarranted
by the plain facts of the case, which you can
readily ascertain for yourself by further inquiry
of the two senators who defeated the measure.
I hope this additional statement is plain enough
to convince you of the facts regarding your de-
feat.

Most truly yours to serve,

H. R, Kennedy,
Senator, 1st Alabama District

“_Tbe

Now, you are rapidly getting light on A.
Hildreth. You are in a pretty fair way to have
an inkling who has been the sententious mid-
wife at most of the breech-presentations of strife
and -slander in the professional household. Now,
after thinking over the iniquity which must
have guided the Shaw fingers as his typewriler
plugged off this modest opinion—still so uncer-
tain of his view that he asks for more light
about what the real trouble is—and not forget-
ting the ungodly roar that A. Hildreth made
over this article, rest your eyes a minute and
then read “The O. P.” rejoinder. Here is some
food for serious reflection.

Hildreth’'s Cunning Representations

One Man Whose Vote Killed the Bill
Never Heard of the*O. P.”” Clipping

Calera, Ala., Dec. 5, 1903.
Dr. H. S. Bunting, Chicago, IlI.

Dear Doctor: In reply to your inquiry of
December 3 concerning the appended eclipping
from an Osteopathic journal which you say was
circulated in the senate chamber after the recess
and just before the vote was made on the Osteo-
pathic bill, T will say that I never saw one of
them, and never even heard of it, while in the
senate; consequently I cannot see that this clip-
ping had any bearing whatever on the vote. It
certainly did not, directly or indirectly, have any
influence upon my course, nor is it in the least
degree likely, in my judgment, that it influenced
any other senator, if others unlike myself may
have chanced to read said item.

My change of vote from supporting the Osteo-
paths in the regular session, to voting against
them in the special session, was caused mainly
by urgent requests from my constituents in the
Fifteenth senatorial district; and in part, I may
add, by my own conviction—from the sort of a
case which the Osteopathic lobbyists presented
by way of showing that they needed new legis-
lation—that the law already provided for them
was fair and liberal enough.

As I am one of the two senators whose change
of vote defeated the Osteopathic hopes, I ought
to know what led to my decision. To state that
the clipping above referred to “was the greatest
stumbling block which your lobbyists had to
contend against in their fight” is false. So far as
my vote was concerned I would not hesitate to
make oath that this clipping offered no stum-
bling block to the Osteopaths whatsoever.

I would moreover state that the charming and
almost irresistible personality of Mrs. Dr. Ligon
did more to make popular the interests of Oste-
opathy than all the other efforts combined and
that without her aid the Osteopathic cause would
indeed have been a forlorn one from the outset.

Very truly yours,
W. R. Oliver,
Senator, 15th Alabama District

A Strategic Vote and Hotw It
Changed

Senator Oliver states in a later letter, going
more into detail, that his brother, a doctor, and
many others in his district “jumped all over him
when he got home after the regular session, and
prevailed on him to change his vote.” “Origin-
ally,” he says, he ‘“‘was against the Osteopathic
bill,” and even told his “friends in the senate
he would oppose it.”” “Then M