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Dr. Harley Linebarger was born on September 4, 1887 in Montezuma, Indiana. His father and mother,
Andrew Jackson and Sara Margaret Linebarger, lived on a farm when Linebarger was born. They moved to Hume,
Illinois when Linebarger was four years old. Linebarger attended grade school in Hume and graduated from Paris,
IL High School in 1906. After high school he worked at Whitehead Clothing Company in Paris, IL.

In 1908 Linebarger began school at the American School of Osteopathy in Kirksville, MO. Linebarger
joined the Alpha Chapter of the lota Tau Sigma fraternity. He participated in Class Day exercises and Hospital Day
activities. While attending school he corresponded with his future wife, Lillian Driskell. In the letters Linebarger
discussed his studies, exams, courses, and life in the lota Tau Sigma Fraternity. They attended musicals and school
and fraternity dances together. On August 2, 1908 Harley and Lillian were married.

After graduating in 1911 from the ASO, Linebarger began his practice on August 7 in Chrisman, IL.
Throughout his sixty-seven year long career he had several different offices on the Chrisman, IL square. Linebarger
was part of the Osteopathic old guard; he treated all of his patients with manipulation and did not prescribe
medication. Although he followed the theories and practices of osteopathy in the most traditional sense he
referred patients to and consulted M. D. physicians.

Linebarger claimed that he was forced into retirement by the lllinois State Osteopathic Board. By 1978
the state had changed the renewal requirements for medical licenses. The board required that candidates become
more familiar with medicinal treatments; so Linebarger retired. Linebarger died on January 30, 1979. Throughout
his life Linebarger was an avid fisherman and a farmer. He was a member of the Blue Lodge of the Chrisman
Masonic Lodge and the Ansor Shrine of Springfield, MO.

Also contained within this collection is substantial documentation of the Methodist Church from the 19"
Century. Lillian Linebarger is the descendent of Rev. Peter Augustus Swart. Rev. Swart was a Methodist circuit
rider. Circuit riders would travel by horseback to different homesteads and preach. Unlike today where the
church’s congregation travels to the minister, the minister traveled to his congregations. The routes of the circuit
riders were long and tiresome. They generally rode with minimal food, water, and money; they relied on their
faith in God to provide for them. They mostly traveled with miniature bibles packed in their saddlebags. Dr.
Andrew Taylor Still’s father, Abram Still, was a Methodist circuit rider. Several volumes on the history of the
Methodist Church and different hymnals are also represented within the collection.
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