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Offerings

On March 11, 2003, Susan Meadows, Adjunct Assistant Professor and Medical
Librarian Il from te University of Missouri, Columbia, gave an invaluable
presentation during the Clinical Science Workshop about the software
4 program called EndNote. The program consists of a database for storing
references; a tool for creating bibliographies (custom tilored to different
publications, in the blink of an eye); and an online search tool. EndNote not only makes it
possible for researchers to search their own collection of articles using keywords, but also easily
and efficiently inserts references to these publications into documents as researchers write.
EndNote is available to everyone at KCOM with a Novell account, which residents and interns
affiliated with KCOM may obtain if necessary (see e-mail address in this column). Our licensing
provides access to five concurrent users, so it is wise to plan accordingly. In order to request the
software, the user should contact the Help Desk and ask to be included in the EndNote group.
An e-mail to HelpDesk@kcom.edu is preferable.
An online program tutorial is also available at: http://www.library.qut.edu.au/endnote/
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For more information about EndNote, contact Jean Sidwell, Interim Library Director/Medical
Librarian, at jsidwell@kcom.edu.
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OFFERINGS

April 11, 2003, Joint
Basic Science/Clinical
Science Seminar, 12-
2:35 p.m., McCreight
Classroom. Program on
Integrins to be
presented by Michael
Pierschbacker, Ph.D.
Bring your own lunch!

April 18, 2003,
Clinical Science
Seminar, 12-1 p.m,

NRMC Conference
Room #2. Karen Snider,
D.O., Department of
OMM, will outline her
research on bone
mineral  density and
somatic dysfunction. A
light lunch will be
provided. RSVP to
jcreer@kcom.edu.
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Jane’s Corner

This month’s topic: Basics of Survival Analysis (Jiohnson@kcom.edu)

Survival analysis describes a group of statistical analysis techniques used to examine a variable
which measures the time until some event occurs. They are called “survival analysis” because
many of these techniques were developed to analyze data from clinical trials of cancer treatments,
where the variable measured was “How long did the subject survive with cancer?” These
techniques can also be used to analyze “positive” events also, like “how long before the subject
quits smoking”. One unique feature of this type of data is that you may not know the exact
amount of time. For example, if at the time you decide to analyze your data, one of your subjects
is still alive, you don’t know how long it is until they die from cancer. Or, if one of your subjects
was killed in a car accident, you don’'t know how long it would have been until they died from
cancer. However, you do know that they survived cancer at least a certain amount of time, which
gives some information (albeit not exact) about how long it is until they die from cancer. Subjects
where the exact time until the event occurs is not known have censored data. Data from these
subjects can still be used in survival analysis, where as they would have to be discarded in other
types of statistical analysis. Some of the common survival analysis techniques include:
?  Actuarial (Life Table) Analysis/Kaplan-Meier Curves (Product Limit Method) — used to
estimate the likelihood (probability) of survival to at least a certain time
? Log-rank Test /Gehan (Generalized Wilcoxon) Test — used to compare two or more
independent groups on survival time like a two-sample t-test or ANOVA
?  Cox Proportional Hazards Model — used to determine whether one or more predictor
variables are related to survival time (like linear regression)

Our mission 15 o advance patient care and wellness through development and
support of premier research at the A T. Still University of Health Sciences.







