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WILLIAM L. JOHNSTON COLLECTION 

Series 3: Michigan State University Faculty and Teaching Materials 
 

Accession No.: 2006.27.42-3 

Volume: ca. 5.5 linear feet (5 record storage cartons, 1 document box) 

Contents: Material documenting WLJ’s activities as a faculty  member at the Michigan State 
University College of Osteopathic Medicine (1973–1989; emeritus 1990–2003). Included 
are quarterly activity reports; notes on department committees and activities; syllabi and 
teaching materials for  the “Comprehensive Patient Evaluation” and “Osteopathic 
Examination” sequences,* various functional methods classes, and lectures on specific 
subjects; materials relating to MSUCOM’s Primary Medical Initiative (PMI); and reference 
materials gathered by WLJ in relation to courses he taught.   

Some activities conducted while at MSUCOM are documented in other series; see Related 
Material, below. 

Dates: 1973–2003 (some reference material dated earlier) 

Access: Unrestricted 

Handling: CAUTION! All the Johnston papers contain numerous small slips of paper that will fall out 
if folders are not kept flat on the table. Researchers must also be careful not to disturb the 
arrangement of groups and subgroups of material, indicated by folded acid-free paper 
enclosing each batch (see finding aid introduction). 

Copyright and 
Permission to 
Publish:  

Requests for permission to publish material from the collection should be directed to the 
Curator. The Museum does not claim to hold the copyright for all material in the collection; 
it is the responsibility of the researcher to identify and satisfy the appropriate copyright 
holders. 

Suggested 
Citation:  

William L. Johnston Collection, Museum of Osteopathic Medicine, (SM), Kirksville, Missouri 
[Box #:Folder #] 

Related 
Material: 

Research Activities series (4) 
Artifacts series (8): MSUCOM physician jacket, academic robes, office name plate  
Publications and Presentations series (5): Courses (especially functional methods) given in 

non-MSU settings  
Collected Research series (6) : small number of committee reports, proposals, etc., 

authored by others (WLJ received copy)  
Audiovisual Materials series (9): MSUCOM’s “Osteopathic Examination and 

Manipulation” videotape series, featuring WLJ and his colleague Myron Beal 
Tinning Curriculum And Planning Materials (Museum collection) 

 
 

 
* Some curriculum materials may have been gathered by WLJ as part of a curriculum review process and 
may not indicate classes that he himself taught (see, for example, MSU4:14–18). 



William L. Johnston Collection MSU Series - 2 

Box:Fdr Description Dates 
 Faculty (General)  
MSU1:1 [Hiring] – Correspondence, credentials, interview, etc. 1972-73 
MSU1:2 Activity reports 1989-97 
MSU1:3 Activity reports 1984-88 
MSU1:4 Activity reports 1974-83 
MSU1:5 Committees – BiM Committee #3 1995 Jun-

Dec 
MSU1:6 Committees – FM Residency Committee 1994-96 
MSU1:7 Curriculum – Ad Hoc Curriculum Review Committee: Final Report 1984 Oct 
MSU1:8 Curriculum: OST 530–531 Recommendations 1986 
MSU1:9 Curriculum – [Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequence Committee]: FM 

630– 690 Ideas and concepts 
[ca. 1975] 

MSU1:10 Curriculum – [Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequence Committee]: FM 
630–650 Notes 

[ca. 1975] 

MSU1:11 Curriculum – [Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequence Committee: FM 
630–650 [Possible readings] 

[1975] 

MSU1:12 Curriculum – [Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequencing Committee]: FM 
630 [Possible readings] 

[1975] 

MSU1:13 Curriculum – [Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequence Committee]: FM 
640 [Possible readings] 

[1975] 

MSU1:14 Curriculum – Osteopathic Examination Teaching Sequence Committee]: FM 
650 [Possible readings] 

1975 

MSU1:15 Curriculum review 1990 
MSU1:16 Curriculum review/revision n.d. 
MSU1:17 Department mission statements 1988-97 
MSU1:18 Department research: Memos, notes, training materials 2002-03 
MSU1:19 Department retreat 1995 May 

13 
MSU1:20 Department retreat 2000 May 9 
MSU1:21 Department misc. 1976, 2003 
MSU1:22 Faculty forum: Announcements/Reports 1985 Apr-

1986 
May 

MSU1:23 Faculty forum: “Assumptions and Beliefs Undergirding Ost’c Philosophy” 
(presentation) 

ca. 1985/86 

MSU1:24 Interview questions and guidelines (med. school applicants) 1974-94 
MSU1:25 Long-range planning 1982 
MSU1:26 Mentoring – Dean, Ann: (WLJ advisor for presentation on ambulatory care) 1991 Jan 
MSU1:27 Mentoring – Pohlod, Chris 2001Nov-

2003 Apr 
MSU1:28 Mentoring – Reis, David 1975 
MSU1:29 Mentoring – Walker, Robert (WLJ advisor for presentation) 1992 Mar 
MSU1:30 Personnel records 1973-90 
MSU1:30A Research retreat (MSUCOM): Report 1974 Sep 
MSU1:31 Retrospective study on low back pain 1978-79 
MSU1:32 Self-study questionnaire (MSUCOM) [ca. 1981] 
MSU1:33 Student Fellows/TAs: Program development 1972-75 
MSU1:34 Student Fellows/TAs: Program materials 1977-80 
MSU1:35 Sabbatical reports 1985 Dec-

1987 Jun 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
MSU1:36 Misc., inc. MSU News-Bulletin special section on MSUCOM 10th anniversary, 

1980 Oct  
various 

 Primary Medical Initiative 
PMI was a new medical education model launched at Michigan in about 1995 
with the goal of attracting more students to primary care. Key components 
included “an educational continuum, innovative teaching methods, an active 
learning environment, and new educational technologies.” See Wood, D.L., The 
Primary Medicine Initiative—Continuity in medical education, JAOA 94:1 
(1994 Jan):67-73. 

 

MSU1:37 PMI – Year 1 Longitudinal Experience (OST 542–592): Syllabus 1995 Spring 
MSU1:38 PMI – Basic Science Curriculum Work Group – Movement System Web: 

Working papers 
1994-95 

MSU1:39 PMI – Basic Science Curriculum Work Group: Working papers 1993-95 
MSU1:40 PMI – Core Clinical Concepts Curriculum (CCCC): Syllabus  1994 Aug 

2-18 
MSU1:41 PMI – Curriculum Planning Committee: Meeting notes 1993 May 

17 
   
MSU2:1 PMI – Proposed Revisions and Integration of the Undergraduate and Graduate 

Medical Curriculum (report) 
[ca. 1994] 

MSU2:2 PMI – Research Workgroup: “Handout references” ca. 1994-95 
MSU2:3 PMI – Research workgroup: Meetings 1994 Apr-

Oct. 
MSU2:4 PMI – Research Workgroup: [History] and references ca. 1993 

Feb- 
1994 Mar 

MSU2:5 PMI – Research Workgroup: Longitudinal experience – newborn to 30 mos. ca. 1995-
1996 Feb 

MSU2:6 PMI – Research Workgroup: First clinical experience 1994 Nov- 
1995 Aug 

MSU2:7 PMI – Research Workgroup: “Ost’c Primary Medicine Research: Context, 
Goals, Directions” (report) 

1994 Apr 

MSU2:8 PMI: Working papers [ca. 1993-
94] 

MSU2:9 PMI – Presentations: Residents, research work group, other 1994-95 
MSU2:10 PMI – Presentations: Educational Council on Osteopathic Principles (ECOP) 1994 Oct. 
MSU2:11 PMI – Presentations: FM Bio/OMM 1994 Oct. 
   
 Teaching: Misc. Courses  
MSU3:1 Materials: OST diagram originals  n.d. 
MSU3:2 FM 630–650: Exam questions 1974 
MSU3:3 OM 550: Syllabus 1974 Spring 
MSU3:4 OM 550: Loose materials  [1974 

Spring] 
MSU3:5–6 OM 550: Syllabus, w/ added materials (2 folders) 1975 Spring 
MSU3:7 OST 500: Objectives 1976 

Summer 
MSU3:8 OST 500: Syllabus 1979 

Summer 

of the Museum. 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
 Teaching: Comprehensive Patient Evaluation and Osteopathic 

Examination Series 
 

MSU3:9 OST 501: Syllabus 1992 Fall 
MSU3:10 OST 501: Lecture notes 1993 Fall 
MSU3:11 OST 501: Overheads and notes 1993 

October 
MSU3:12 OST 501: Viscerosomatic reflexes (presentation) 1993-95 
MSU3:13 OST 501: Lectures 1995 Fall 
MSU3:14 OST 501: Labs (Units 1–16) 1995 Fall 
MSU3:15 OST 501: References for lecture on viscerosomatic pathways 1987 
MSU3:16 OST 501: Labs (units 17–22), appendices and readings 1995 Fall 
MSU3:16A OST 502: Syllabus 1995 Spring 
MSU3:17 OST 530: Examinations 1979-80 
MSU3:18 OST 530: Lesson plans, notes, overheads [1979] 
MSU3:19 OST 530: Syllabus (Part I, w/ WLJ notes)  1980 

Summer 
MSU3:20 OST 530: Syllabus (Part II, w/ WLJ notes) 1980 

Summer 
MSU3:21 OST 530: Syllabus Parts I and II w/ appendices 1980 

Summer 
MSU3:22 OST 530: Syllabus (annotated) 1981 

Summer 
MSU3:23 OST 530: Notes and misc. 1982-85, 

1989 
MSU3:24 OST 530 – Upper Extremities: Lesson plans, notes 1982-88 
MSU3:25 OST 530 – Upper Extremities: Overheads 1982-88 
MSU3:26 OST 530: Final exam questions 1983-98 
MSU3:27 OST 530: Syllabus and related material 1987 Fall 
MSU3:28 OST 531: Examinations [1978-79] 
MSU3:29 OST 531: Notes 1978 
MSU3:30 OST 531: Syllabus 1978 Fall 
MSU3:31 OST 531: Syllabus 1979 Fall 
MSU3:32 OST 531: Syllabus – complete, w/ errata 1980 Fall 
MSU3:33 OST 531: Syllabus – Palpatory skills section (annotated) 1980 Fall 
MSU3:34 OST 531: Lesson plans, notes, overheads 1980-81 
MSU3:35 OST 531: Syllabus, notes, and misc. 1981 Fall 
MSU3:36 OST 531 – Lumbo-pelvic – Lower extremities: Lesson plans, notes ca. 1981-90 
MSU3:37 OST 531 – Lumbo-pelvic – Lower extremities: Overheads ca. 1981-89 
MSU3:38 OST 531 – Lumbo-pelvic – Lower extremities: Final exam questions 1984-90 
   
MSU4:1 OST 531: Syllabus  1983 

Winter 
MSU4:2 OST 531: Syllabi and related material 1988 

Winter 
MSU4:3 OST 531: Syllabus 1989 

Winter 
MSU4:4 OST 531: “Extras Developing Overheads” 1993 Fall 

(Oct) 
MSU4:5 OST 531/532: Musculoskeletal screening tests (plans) 1988 
MSU4:6 OST 532: Syllabus (Units I–V) – Master used for copying 1979-81 

of the Museum. 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
MSU4:7 OST 532: Syllabus (Units VI– IX w/ appendices) 1979-81 
MSU4:8 OST 532: Examinations 1980-81 
MSU4:9 OST 532: Syllabus – Palpatory skills section (annotated) 1980 

Winter 
MSU4:10 OST 532, Unit I: Lesson plans, overheads 1980 Jan 
MSU4:11 OST 532: Syllabus – Palpatory skills section (annotated) 1981 

Winter) 
MSU4:12 OST 532: Syllabus  1982 

Winter 
MSU4:13 OST 532: Syllabus 1983 Spring 
MSU4:14-

18 
OST 532: Notes and misc. (5 folders) 1988 Spring 

MSU4:19 OST 532: Syllabus  1989 Spring 
MSU4:20 OST 533: Course comments 1991 Fall 
MSU4:21 OST 533: Syllabus (annotated) 1982 Spring 
MSU4:22 OST 533: Syllabus, class list 1983 Fall 
MSU4:23 OST 611: Examinations 1977-79 
MSU4:24 OST 611: Lesson plan 1977 Jan 
MSU4:25 OST 611: Syllabus 1978 

Winter 
MSU4:26 OST 611: Syllabus, w/ notes 1979 

Winter 
MSU4:27 OST 611: Overheads n.d. 
MSU4:28 OST 612: Exams 1976-80 
MSU4:29 OST 614: Syllabus 1980 Spring 
   
MSU5:1 OST 615: Syllabus  1980 

Summer 
MSU5:2 OST 615: Syllabus 1980 Fall 
MSU5:3 OST 615: Notes on viscerosomatic aspects of OMT n.d. 
MSU5:4 OST 615: Syllabus 1980 Fall 
MSU5:5 OST 615/616: Evaluations and misc.  1985-92 
MSU5:6 OST 616: Syllabus 1980 Spring 

and 
Summer 

 Teaching: Functional Methods Courses at MSUCOM 
–see also Intern program – Functional technique (below); for non-MSUCOM 
courses, see Presentations: Functional Methods subseries  

 

MSU5:7 Functional methods course: Syllabus, notes, handouts 1984 Sep 
MSU5:8 [Functional methods course (OST 615/616): Classroom notes] 

--Notebook retained as found, as example of WLJ workstyle 
ca. 1985 

July- 
1988 May 

MSU5:9 Functional methods course – Muscle spindle: Lesson plans, notes, overheads, 
handouts 

1985 
Summer 

MSU5:10 Functional methods course (OST 615): Syllabus 1986 April 
MSU5:11 Functional methods course (OST 615/616, OST 590): Misc. materials ca. 1986-92 
MSU5:12 Functional methods advanced course [OST 590]: Syllabus, notes, overheads, 

handouts 
1990 Nov 

of the Museum. 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
MSU5:13 Functional methods course for residents: Lesson plans, notes, handouts 1991 Jan, 

1992  
Jan, Apr 

MSU5:14 Functional methods course: Syllabus 1991 Feb 
MSU5:15 Functional methods course: Syllabus ca. 1991 

Aug 
MSU5:16 Functional Methods course: Syllabus  1992 Aug 
MSU5:17 Functional methods course: Syllabus 1993 Sep 
MSU5:18 Functional methods course: Syllabus 1996 May 
MSU5:19 [Functional methods] course: Overheads n.d. 
 Teaching: Input into Systems Biology Courses  
MSU5:20 Input into Systems Biology Courses: Loose material  1974, n.d. 
MSU5:21 Input – OST 553 Neuroscience: Notes and misc. 1982 

Summer 
MSU5:22 Input – OST 554 Cardiovascular: Notes and misc. 1989 Spring 
MSU5:23-

24 
Input – OST 554 Cardiovascular: Notes and misc. (2 folders) 1990 Spring 

MSU5:25 Input – OST 557 Gastrointestinal: Notes and misc. 1982 Spring 
 Teaching: Lectures, Presentations, and Short Courses 

–see also Functional Methods Courses at MSUCOM 
 

MSU5:26 Ambulatory care clerkship pilot 1989 Jan 
MSU5:27 DFM presentation on spinal reflex patterns 1983? 
MSU5:28 FCM research seminar 2002 Feb 7 
MSU5:29 First year student orientation (presentation) 1991-93 
MSU5:30 First year student orientation (presentation) 2002 Aug 
MSU5:31 First year students (group of 4) (presentation) 1989 

Summer 
MSU5:32 Intern program – Functional technique 1988-90 
MSU5:33 Intern rotation in Osteopathic. Manipulation services: Assigned readings 1979 
MSU5:34 Interns (Lansing Gen. Hosp.): Summary, letter and support docs 1974 Jul. 
MSU5:35 Lecture(s) – Cardiovascular System – Chest pain 1989, 1990 

Apr 30 
MSU5:36 Lecture – Clinical judgment n.d. 
MSU5:37 Lecture(s) – Gastrointestinal n.d. 
MSU5:38 Lecture – Neurology systems n.d. 
MSU5:39 Lecture(s) – Neurosciences 1976-77 
MSU5:40 [Lecture] – Rehab: Notes 1996 
MSU5:41 Lectures – Renal system  n.d. 
MSU5:42 Lecture(s) – Renal/Urinary system 1974-76 
MSU5:43 Lecture(s) – Thoracic Cage n.d. 
MSU5:44 Lectures notes and references – [Biomechanics]  

class taught by Herbert (Mac) Reynolds 
1985 

MSU5:45 Lecture notes and references – Unidentified [ca. 1991?] 
MSU5:46 MC² Interns (M. Gugel) (presentation) 1997 Mar 

13 
MSU5:47 OMM Res/Fellows Didactic – Functional Technique  2001 May 

4, 
 July 27 

MSU5:48 OMM Residents/Fellows Didactic – Costal 2001 Sep 
[28] 

of the Museum. 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
MSU5:49 OMM Residents/Fellows Didactic – Differential Diagnosis 2001 Oct 19 
MSU5:50 OMM Residents/Fellows Didactic – Asthma 2001 Dec 

14 
MSU5:51 OMM Residents/Fellows Didactic – Hypertension 2002 Feb 

22 
MSU5:52 OMM Residents/Fellows Didactic – Loose materials [2001-02] 
MSU5:53 OMM Residents and Fellows – [Standardizing and musculoskeletal screen] 2002 Nov 
MSU5:54 OMM Residents – Didactic – [Neurophysiology] 1993 Sep 
MSU5:55 [OMM] Residents – [Viscerosomatic reflexes] 1991 May 

15 
   
MSU6:1 PSL 501: [Syllabus] and study guide. 1993 Fall 
MSU6:2 Residents (family medicine): Presentation 1993-95 
MSU6:3 Residents (family medicine): Presentation 1997 Apr 4 
MSU6:4 Residents – Lower extremities 1990 Aug 

29 
MSU6:5 Residents (MSUCOM/Sparrow Hospital): Screening Tests to Characterize 

Somatic Dysfunction 
1998 Dec 

14 
MSU6:6 Residents (OMM) 1994 Mar 

28 and  
 Apr 11 

MSU6:7 Residents (OMM)   (PR-36) 1997 Dec-
1998 Jul 

MSU6:8 Student group – Klaes [+3 others] (presentation) 2001 Jun-
Aug 

MSU6:9 UAAO (MSUCOM): Notes and references 1983 Feb 
1984 Feb, 

Nov 
1985 May 

MSU6:10 UAAO (MSUCOM) – Mobile segments in a mobile system 1989 Feb 
[3], 

 Nov 19 
MSU6:11 UAAO (MSUCOM): Notes, overheads 1989 Nov 
MSU6:12 UAAO (MSUCOM) – “Noontime Elective” (BiM590) 1992-94, 

1996 
 Teaching: References and Misc. 

--see also Collected Research series 
 

MSU6:13 References – Biomechanics n.d. 
MSU6:14 References – Blood pressure 1914, 1926, 

1961 
MSU6:15 References – Central nervous system/cardiovascular 1978-87 
MSU6:16 References – Chronic muscle fatigue and low back pain 1981-93 
MSU6:17 References – Hypertension  1970-93 
MSU6:18 References – Instruction (Educ. Objectives) ca. 1973 
MSU6:19 References – Instruction and evaluation ca. 1975-89 
MSU6:20 References – Manipulative procedures manuals var. 
MSU6:21 References – Manipulation Therapy articles, w/ notes [ca. 1983] 
MSU6:22 References – Motor function (“key articles”) 1957-93 
MSU6:23 References – Neuromuscular, neuron afferents, pattern generators 1976-90 
MSU6:24 References – [Outcome measures] 1982-83 

of the Museum. 
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Box:Fdr Description Dates 
MSU6:25 References – Pain 1988 
MSU6:26 References – Proprioceptors (Korr) 1974-75, 84 
MSU6:27 References – Spinal cord/nervous system 1970s 
MSU6:28 References – Viscerosomatic/Somatovisceral 1971-87 
MSU6:29 References – “Early articles” ca. 1949-74 
MSU6:30 References – Misc. ca. 1947-92 
MSU6:31 Course evaluations 1975, 1979 
MSU6:32 Examinations – Misc. [1974-80] 
MSU6:33 [Palpatory Skills] cards (exams by students) 1974 
MSU6:34 Misc. materials used in multiple courses 1979 
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